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Explanation of Amendments in the Claims : 

1 .(currently amended) Apparatus comprising: 

for - cov e r i ng an elongate opening having two rails each arranged 

along a respective side of the opening, op e ning, tho opparatuo comprio i ng: 

a fabric sheet having a length to cover at least a part of the length 

of the opening and a width between two side edges to span the width between 

the rails; 

each side edge of the sheet having therealong a respective support 
member arranged for engaging the respective rail so as to attach the side edge 
to the rail; 

a carriage movable along the opening; 

and a reel mounted on the carriage and arranged to roll the sheet 
and the two support members onto the reel and to un-roll the sheet and the two 
support members therefrom; 

such that the sheet member can be unrolled from the reel by 
movement of the carriage longitudinally along the opening in one direction for 
deployment over the opening and can be rolled onto the reel by movement of the 
carriage longitudinally along the opening in an opposed direction for exposing the 
opening; 

wherein the sheet is wider than the rails: 
wherein the carriage has guides for deplpyingj he sheet: 
and wherein the guides are arranged to direct the support members 
from a wider position maintaining the s heet flat on the reel inwardly to the width 
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of the rails as the sheet is deployed . 

2. (original) The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the 
carriage has wheels which are arranged to roll on the rails. 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (cancelled) 

5. (currently amended) The apparatu s accord i ng to C l a i m 1 
Apparatus comprising: 

an elongate opening having two rails each_arra noed along a 
respective side of the opening; 

a fabric sheet having a length to cover at least a part of the length 
of the opening and a width between two side edges to span the width between 
the rails: 

each side edge of the sheet having therealong a respective support 
member arranged for engaging the respective rail so as to attach the side edge 
to the rail: 

a carriage movable along the opening: 

and a reel m ounted on the carriage and arranged to roll the sheet 
and the two support members onto the reel and to un-roll the sheet and the two 
support members therefrom: 

such that the sheet member can be unrolled from the reel by 
movement of the carriage longitudinally along the opening in one direction for 
deployment over the opening and can be rolled onto the reel by movement of the 
carriage longitudinally along the opening in an opposed direc tion for exposing the 
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opening; 

wherein there is provided a plurality of longitudinally spaced 
supports each bridging between the support members for supporting the sheet 
between the support members; 

wherein each support has each end thereof attached to a 
respective one of the support members; 

and wherein each support is flexible so as to move from a flat 
condition on the reel to an arched position between th e support members when 
the support members are engaged onto the rails. 

6. (cancelled) 

7. (cancelled) 

8. (currently amended) The apparatus according to Claim © 5 
wherein the carriage has a guide member thereon located between the support 
members for lifting the arch mombore supports from the flat condition as each is 
deployed to the upwardly bowed arched condition bridging the support members 
when the support members are engaged onto the rails . 

9. (currently amended) The apparatus according to Claim @ 5 
wherein the sheet includes a plurality of longitudinally spaced transversely 
extending pockets, each for receiving a center portion of a respective one of the 
arch momb e rs supports . 

1 0. (currently amended) Tho apparatus aooord i ng to Claim 1 
Apparatus comprising: 

an elongate opening having two rails each arranged along a 
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respective aide of the opening; 

a fabric sheet having a length to cover at least a part of the length 
of the opening and a width between two side edges to span the width between 
the rails: 

each side edge of the sheet having therealong a respective support 
member arranged for engaging the respective rail so as to attach the side edge 
t o , the rail ; 

a carriage movable along the opening: 

and a reel mounted on the carriage a nd arranged to roll the sheet 
and the two support members onto the reel and to un-roll the sheet and the two 
support members therefrom: 

such that the sheet member can be unro lled from the reel bv 
movement of the carriage longitudinally along the opening in one direction for 
deployment over the opening and can be rolled onto the reel bv movement of the 
carriage longitudinally along the opening in an opposed direction for exposing the 
opening: 

wherein each of the support members comprises a channel section 
having a base with two depending side walls for engaging over a respective one 
of the rails. 

11. (original) The apparatus according to Claim 1 wherein each of 
the support members comprises a longitudinally continuous sheet edge mounting 
member and a plurality of separate rail engaging pieces which can flex each 
relative to the next. 
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12. (original) The apparatus according to Claim 11 wherein the 
edge mounting member comprises a channel and a strip insert portion within the 
channel which holds an edge strip of the sheet within the channel. 

13. (original) The apparatus according to Claim 1 wherein there is 
provided an arrangement for matching the wound diameter of the sheet and 
support members on the reel at the support members and at the center of the 
sheet. 

14. (original) The apparatus according to Claim 10 wherein the 
channel section of each support member has the depending side walls thereof 
collapsible to the base for matching the wound diameter of the sheet and support 
members on the reel at the support members and at the center of the sheet. 

15. (original) The apparatus according to Claim 11 wherein the 
separate rail engaging pieces have curved front and rear edges, 

16. (cancelled) 

17. (currently amended) Tho apparatus according to Claim 1 
Apparatus for composting waste materials comprising: 

an elongate pit for receiving waste ma terial to be composted 

arranged such that the material can be loaded into the pit for composting and 

removed from the pit when composting is complete; 

two rails each arranged along a respecti ve side of the opening: 
a fabric sheet having a length to cover at least a part of the length 

of the opening and a width between two side edges to span the width between 

the rails: 
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each side edge of the sheet having therealona a respective support 
member arranged for engaging the respective rail so as to attach the side edge 
to the rail; 

a carriage movable along the opening; 

and a reel mounted on the carriage and arranged to roll the sheet 
and the two support members onto the reel and to un-roll the sheet and the two 
support members therefrom; 

such that the sheet member can be unrolled from the reel bv 
movement of the carriage longitudinally along the opening in one direction for 
deployment over the opening and ean be rolled onto the reel bv movement of the 
carriage longitudinally along the opening in an opposed directio n for exposing the 
opening; 

wherein there is provided a machine for acting on the material in 
the pit during composting, the machine being arranged to run along the rails 
behind the carriage as the cover sheet is removed and rolled onto the reel: 

and wherein there is provided a second fabric sheet on a second 
carriage arranged to follow the machine and deploy the second fabric sheet over 
the pit as the machine moves along the pit. 

18>(cancelled) 

19. (cancelled) 

20. (currently amended) The apparatus according to Claim 4$ 17 
wherein there is provided a plurality of longitudinally spaced supports each 
bridging between the support members for supporting the sheet between the 
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support members , wherein each support has each end thereof attached to a 
respective one of the support members; and wherein e ach support is flexible so 
as to move from a flat condition on the reel to an arched positio n between the 
support members when the support members are enoaoed onto the rails . 
Add new claims as follows: 

21. (new) The apparatus according to Claim 17 wherein the sheet is 
wider than the rails, wherein the carriage has guides for deploying the sheet, and 
wherein the guides are arranged to direct the support members from a wider 
position maintaining the sheet flat on the reel inwardly to the width of the rails as 
the sheet is deployed. 

22. (new) The apparatus according to Claim 17 wherein each of the 
support members comprises a channel section having a base with two 
depending side walls for engaging over a respective one of the rails. 
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